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Classification  changed  from 
"C011FIDEUTIAL"  to  "RESTRICTED" 
by  ordor  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
By  /p/  E.  Chocket,  Major,  Inf# 

AFFIDAVIT 

STATE  OF  CALIFORNIA  ) 

)  3S: 

City  and  County  ol*  San  Francisco  )  ► 

CHA.J1Y  (VJ1)  SLATER.  JP.,t  Sgt,,  ACS,  AAF,  ASli  39286722,  Ring  Gunuor 
Sgo  21  years,  address  1476  Forest  Av  nuo,  Pasadena,  California,  being 
first  sworn  deposes  and  says: 

1  have  c ample tod  the  12th  Grade  in  school,  I  entered  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States  on  2  Jarc.c  1943  at  Arlington*  California*  was 
sent  overseas  3  .lay,  1945  and  returned  from  overseas  on  3  October  1945. 

My  plane,  a  B-29  Superfortress,  Was  shot  dovm  in  the  Tokio  urea 
on  25  May  1945  ana  I  was  captured  and  held  in  custody  ns  a  prisoner  of  war 
by  the  Imperial  Japanese  Government  at  the  fo? loving  places*  Kompi  IR].> 

Tokio,  Jupan  from  27  May  15 '-5  to  15  August  l94i  ;  Orori,  Japan  from  15  August 
1945  to  29  August  1945  1  I' cKcTnol" ho!  i  any  special  office  or  position  in 
any  prisoner  organization  at  uny  of  my  placer:  of  imprisonment »  I  do  not 
know  the  names  of  any  Japanese  military  or  civilian  personnel  in  authority 
qt  any  of  my  places  of  imprisonment. 

[a  civilian  we  niokr.amed  "The  Man  in  the  Black  Coat"  uppoarod  to  be 
in  clierge  of  all  interrogation  at  Kompi  Prison*)  Ho  was  approximately 

5' 6"  tall,  weighed  about  150  lbs,,  was  about  '4B  or  50  years  of  a^e ,  dark _ 

hair  and  wore  a  small  black  goatee,  mu.  .ache  and  glasses,  f He  spoke  excel¬ 
lent  English  and  interrogated  rest  of  tho  American  prisoners  personally. 

Fifteen  other  American  prisenors  and  mycelf  were  confined  in  a  small  wooden 
oell  approximately  7‘  x  10*  at  Kempi  and  va.re  never  allowed  out  of  the 
oell  except  during  interrogation  periods.  On  about  the  1st  or  2nd  of  June 
1945  I  was  taken  from  the  oell,  blindfolded  and  handcuffod,  and  marched  to 
a  small  room  in  the  same  building  for  interrogation.  I  was  nushed  and 
roughed  up  a  bit  while  go in?  to  the  interrogation  room.  On  arrival  there,  » 

my  blindfold  and  handcuffs  were  removod  and  I  wan  forced  to  kneel  in  front 
of  "The  Man  in  the  Black  Coat",  who  questioned  me  for  upnroximately  half 
an  hour  regarding  how  our  plane  was  Biict  down  unu  where  we  were  from.  He 
sat  before  me  at  u  table  and  continually  struck  me  on  oh"  head  with  a 
large  bamboo  cane  while  asking  questions,  v/hen  he  thought  that  I  was  lying 
ho  would  strike  me  with  a  great  deal  of  force  aoout  the  head  and  back. 

I  would  estimate  that  I  was  3truck  with  great  force  over  50  times  during 
the  half-hour  period.  When  the  interrogator  would  tiro  of  bouting  me,  ho 
would  hand  the  care  to  an  armed  guard,  v;ho  was  the  only  other  person  in 
the  room,  and  the  guard  would  proceoo  to  beut  mo.  at  the  end  of  th is 
period  I  vras  again  blindfolded  and  handcuffed  and  returned  to  my  cell. 

I  had  many  large  welts  on  my  bock  about  4  or  5  inches  long  which  vrere 
very  painful.  About  half  the  men  in  the  coll  were  subjected  to  tho  same 
treatment. 
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A  cellmate,  S/Ggt  "Rod"  Kc^uado,  a  B-29  gunner  from  New  Kexico, 
wub  in  a  great  deni  of  pain  an  the  result  of  severe  burns  on  the  back  of  l 
his  legs  and  rectum  caused  when  his  pi  me  was  shot  down.  l.oO.uade  w as 
unable  to  stand  or  walk  and  his  legs  wore  discolored  and  the  odor  of  the 
burned  flesh  was  almost  unbearable,  he  repeatedly  requested  modioal  ^ 

attention  for  lic^uado  and  on  one  occasion  a  Japanese  doctor  exa  'lined 
his  injuries  but  he  was  never  given  any  medical  attention.  On  or  about 
28  June  1945,  the  Jupar.pse  guard  told  us  that  they  would  teke  MoQuade 
out  of  the  cell  for  reaica’  treatment.  Instead  of  being  taken  to  a  hospital, 
McQuado  was  for.  ad.  tt  walk  into  the  inter  -ogftti  or  room  and  he  Is  tor  reportdc 
to  us  that  ho  was  questioned  at  tome  lo;  gr.h  and  was  slapped  and  stuck 
several  times  by  tin  interrogators.  .7e  Ear  nod  that  two  American  prisoners, 
in  the  cell  next  to  curs  had  compound  -<g  fractures  but  were  never  given 
any  nedioal  attention.  Cur  food  e  c  Eenpi  consisted  of  3  balls  of  steamed 
Korean  rice  per  men  per  day,  T:ic  balls  of  rice  wore  approximately  the 
3ico  cf  the  average  fist.  On  rare  occasions  wo  received  a  small  supply 
of  onckod  or  uncooked  vegetable  groeno  and  toward  xro  end  of  our  imprison¬ 
ment  we  received  a  litt?e  thin  soup.  Each  r<  ceived  one  small  cup  of 
water  3  tines  a  day.  .fa  ./era  issued  31  thin  blankets  lor  13  men.  The 
Japanese  guaros  cook  away  cur  shf.e3  and  socks  and  a  er-  other  articles 
of  olothin*.  /:e  observed  throu-h  our  ceil  window  that  tie  pigs  immediately 
outside  the  cell  v.ere  furnished  becter  food  than  tie  American  prisoners. 

The  latrine  facilities  in  our  coll  consisted  of  a  small  block  of  oement 
about  3*  x  4'  with  a  hole  in  tho  esntor  loading  to  the  outside. 

The  following  men  were  celimat.  s  of  nino  in  Kompi  Prison* 

Sgt.  James  Evans,  B-29,  CFC  Guuiorj  homo  aodross.  Box  /,-'l> 

Hanley,  West  Virginia, 

Sgt.  John  Ryan,  B-29,  CFC  Gunner)  home  stute,  Massachusetts . 

Capt.  Boyington,  B-29  Pilot}  heme  address  Kalumaaoo.  Mich. 

2nd  Lt.  i  i Ilian  McCall,  B-29  Co-pilot;  home  address,  Chicago, 

Illinois. 

I  do  not  now  *'eoa]l  tie  r.amcs  of  -,ny  enomy  offioor  or  personnel 
not  heretofore  mentioned  who  were  immediately  involved  in  t;.is  incident. 

/s/  Harry  Slater  Jr. 

HARRY  Id  TTSUiTCR:  .IR.,  Sgt 

ACN  392 86722 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  tl  is  3 2 th  dav  of  October,  1945. 

Interviewed  by  George  G.  Barker,  [f /  Charles  5.  Taylor 

Special  Agent,  SIC-  9  Oct.  1943  Capt*.  ~JAGl"/, 

A  CERTIFIED  TRUE  COrY: 

/o/  Everest  Checket  X  X  X  X  X  .'1  XXX 
EVERETT  CHEC’ XT  Restricted  /s/E.C. 

Major,  Infantry 
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